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for Wounded Allies Committee Meeting, at which I was in the
chair.
After lunch I had a talk with Spender, who told me that Italy
had ' signed on ' definitely in the Quadruple Alliance. He gave
the war another 18 months. I asked him if he kept a diary.
He said no. He said that at the beginning of his intimate friend-
ship with Rosebery, Rosebery asked him if he kept a diary.
" I'm glad," said Rosebery when he had the answer, "now I
can be free with you."
Saturday, May 8th.
Lusitania sunk at 2.30 near Cork Harbour. It was on the posters
at 5.45. At first I did not believe it. It made almost no
impression on me. Then I went back to buy a paper.
Pinker told me some good new small things about the conduct
of the war. He gets most of his information through Henry
James.
Wednesday, May 12th.
We came to London yesterday, bringing Pauline Smith.
Shopping all afternoon with Marguerite. Two dresses bought
at Selfridge's by Marguerite. Crowds of women in Oxford Street
and Regent Street just as usual, and shops just as usual.
The chic of the women in Piccadilly collecting for Russian
wounded was quite remarkable, and the total improvement of
Englishwomen in this respect in recent years is astounding.
Festival of British Music at Queen's Hall last night, alone.
I dined at R.T.Y.C. O'Neill and Bantock and Holbrooke music
(Humoreske — Fifine — The Bells) rotten. But Delius1 Sea Drift
very fine.
I met Ernest Newman, who was very canny and very him-
self.
Thursday, May
Lunch yesterday with Wells and Gardiner at Automobile dub.
Wells said he knew that French (Sir J.) believed the war would
be over in June. Afterwards with " H. G." to Royal Academy.
I had no use for Sargents, Orpens, or Clausens. A fairish crowd
there. Then to tea with "Hfm at Carlyle Club. First time I had
been in this Club. Furnished in a horrible manner. The tea,
however, was good.
Then to meeting of Executive Committee of Wounded Allies
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